
Our lives...
inspiring change



Foreword
This booklet is a celebration of the work that the

Community Inspirers have contributed to the launch
of the West Cheshire Poverty Truth Commission. It

acknowledges their commitment and passion to make
a difference by being at the heart of this new and

exciting movement. As their journey continues it will
provide them with a lasting memory of how their

journey started and their crucial role within it.

Karla
Community
Inspirer.



In September 2016, we met as strangers from different areas of the borough, introduced to
each other by the West Cheshire Poverty Truth Coordinator. At first we were all a bit
apprehensive but, by the end of the first session, we’d already connected well as a group –
we were the Community Inspirers and our journey had begun. We were asked to think about
our own stories; of life, and how we came to be in poverty.  

As we continued to get together as a group, we were asked to share our stories – provided
we were ready.  It was a compelling, powerful and emotive experience for all.  Not just
reading them out, but hearing each other speak as well. In addition to our stories, a few of
the Community Inspirers, myself included, wrote a song for this event.  We also had the
opportunity to record it at a recording studio.  The process was a fantastic experience, a
great learning curve and we gained a lot more confidence as a result. You can listen to the
song on our West Cheshire Poverty Truth Commission YouTube channel.

Before the launch we met regularly for six months, sharing stories, getting to know each
other better, growing in confidence, and becoming more passionate about our cause,
developing friendships and really developing as Community Inspirers.  All of the ideas for
the Poverty Truth Commission launch came from us; from the music, the performances, and
the food served at lunch to becoming known as the Community Inspirers. In the same way
this booklet has been developed by us - we hope you find it inspiring. 

Swampy, Community Inspirer 
I am delighted to introduce you to this booklet, a celebration of our
journey as Community Inspirers.



What is the West Cheshire
Poverty Truth Commission?

The Poverty Truth Commission brings together
some of Cheshire West and Chester’s  key decision makers

with those living at the sharp end of poverty. 

We work together towards overcoming poverty in Cheshire West and Chester
ensuring that those affected by decisions are central to decision-making. The
Commission believes poverty will only be truly addressed when those who
experience it first-hand are at the heart of the process. Poverty Truth
Commissions began in Scotland and have since been created in Leeds,
Wolverhampton and Salford. West Cheshire is only the fourth to launch in the
UK.  All Poverty Truth Commissions, despite local  variations in approach and
practice, carry with them the theme taken from the South African post-
apartheid process, “Nothing about – without us – is for us”. Poverty Truth
Commissions  develop from the belief that real progress towards overcoming
poverty will be made when those who hold  experience of  poverty are
central to the development, delivery and analysis of solutions.

Who are the Community Inspirers?
The following images throughout this booklet tell each
Community Inspirer's story.  They are real life stories

that are emotive, challenging and inspirational. 

The stories were gathered to share the diversity of experience of those who have
lived in poverty but also to challenge people. Fifteen Community Inspirers have
shared their stories in their own words which represent wider communities. Hearing
their stories cannot fail to move you but we hope that they also challenge your
perceptions of poverty and ignite a passion to stand up and shout that poverty is not
ok.  Poverty is everyone’s responsibility; we can all contribute to a better world
where the experiences shared here are not repeated in future generations. These
stories and experiences are your challenge; stand up and help – join with the Poverty
Truth Commissioners and help make change happen.

West Cheshire Poverty Truth Commission Community Inspirers









The launch of the West Cheshire
Poverty Truth Commission

The aim of the launch event was to raise awareness of the West
Cheshire Poverty Truth Commission across the community and with
key stakeholders.  The event highlighted real life poverty stories
that our residents are regularly faced with, aiming to find solutions
and make changes within the borough. 

The event included the sharing of Community Inspirers’ stories
through dance, poetry and a play by young people from the
borough. It was held at Chester Racecourse who gifted the venue
free of charge. The event generated over 240 tweets and trended
on Twitter in Cheshire.

The very high profile event was attended by more than 200 civic,
business and faith leaders, including the Leader and Deputy Leader
of the Council, the Chief and Deputy Chief Executive of the Council,
the MP for Ellesmere Port and Neston and representatives from
Joseph Rowntree Foundation (an independent organisation looking
at the underlying causes of poverty and finding solutions).



It was important to
Community Inspirers that,
despite the high profile
venue, guests of the
launch understood a little
of what it feels like to be
in poverty. The Community
Inspirers partnered with
West Cheshire Foodbank
to produce mock foodbank
vouchers for every guest
to complete before being
allowed to have their
lunch…

West Cheshire Poverty Truth Commission Community Inspirers
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What was it like to share your story?

Kelly



Community Inspirers as Commissioners
Since the launch, Community Inspirers have joined with a group of civic and business

leaders from across the borough – they are all now Commissioners working together to
make change happen and tackle the root causes of poverty.  Here are just some of their

hopes for the future.

“To make positive change - continue to grow and learn.”

“Creative means of poverty reduction. I see the West Cheshire Poverty Truth
Commission becoming a lobby. The West Cheshire Poverty Truth

Commission on everybody’s lips. Change to benefit advisers. Change to
views on poverty, inspire others to make better community support groups.”

“To make a difference. Investigate positive change.”

“To make real changes for others.”

“To succeed in achieving the aims of the West Cheshire Poverty Truth
Commission … spread the concept. To be heard, driving change, being

actively involved in the change and the process being truly collaborative.
Develop, making housing more fair. To create strong networks.

Facilitate empowerment.”

“Hopes for the future; to make things easier and better for the disabled.
Make it easier for people in need, making it fair and easier for people to get

what they are entitled to and get the right help that they need.”

“Help to get a job, training, education, a chance of a better life.”

“Each individual gains strength, others to gain help from our
actions and achieve goals.”

“Inspiring change. Listening to people - making change - getting
others involved. Take the message to other groups and connect with

other organisations.”

“You need to inspire to make change.”

The West Cheshire Poverty Truth Commission’s full report and
recommendations will be presented at its celebratory event in February 2018.
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For further information visit:
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/povertytruth

or email: WestCheshire.PovertyTruth@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

Nothing about us without us is for us

Accessing Cheshire West and Chester Council information and services.

Council information is also available in Audio, Braille, Large Print or other formats.
If you would like a copy in a different format, in another language or require a BSL
interpreter, please email us at: equalities@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

Telephone: 0300 123 8 123   Textphone: 18001 01606 275757
Email: equalities@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
Web:www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk




