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The Cherry Tree
“A Proper Country Pub”
Join us for Firework Night on Friday
6th November.
Tickets £6
Available in advance from the bar
Bookings taken on 01293-851305.
The Cherry Tree, Crawley Road, Faygate, RH12 4SA

News from Rev Nick Flint…..
The Rectory
Rusper
Tel: - 01293-871251

The Seaside Saint of Sussex
October 12 is a red letter day in Sussex; the feast of Saint Wilfrid; Apostle to the South
Saxons who gave our county its name.
Written no more than fifty years after the events they describe we have an account of
St. Wilfrid’s mission from the Venerable Bede. He tells us:
When Wilfrid first arrived in the province & found so much misery from famine, he
taught the people to obtain food from fishing; for although fish were plentiful in the
sea & rivers, the people had no knowledge of fishing, & caught only eels. So the
bishop’s men collected eel-nets, & cast them into the sea, where, by the aid of God’s
grace, they quickly caught three hundred fishes of various kinds. By this good turn
the bishop won the hearts of all, & the people began to listen the more readily to his
teaching, hoping to obtain heavenly blessings through the ministry of one to whom
they already owed these material benefits.
There is a saying ‘charity begins at home’ which I think has often been misunderstood
& misused to imply that charity not only begins but ends here! This tale from Bede has
a quaint, homely feel about it & indeed took place only a few miles from here in the
vicinity of Selsey. Bede’s account isn’t however just a poetical echo of the Gospel story, but a practical application of it that is
appropriate just as much today.
So at harvest time our generosity overflows as it did last month with gifts of produce for the needy on our doorstep served
by Crawley Open House. As global villagers we also support annually the poorer dioceses in Africa which have long standing
links with our own Diocese of Chichester.
Thank you all for your ongoing generous support, keeping real the connection between the material & spiritual in everyday
life.
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Holmbush Farm World
Tea Room/Soft Play
Open Weekdays
10:00-2:30
Tel: 01293-851110
www.holmbushfarm.co.uk

GL PLASTERING
CONTACT GRANT
FOR FREE QUOTATIONS OR ADVICE
TEL : 01293 851878
MOBILE : 07812 115305

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE &
NATURAL THERAPIES CLINIC
Acupuncture / Shiatsu Massage
Reflexology / Scalar Wave Laser
Headaches / Back & Sports Injuries

Fertility / Allergies / Cosmetic
01293-871737 / 07769-755675

Summer Holiday House in the
Languedoc
4 double bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large
sitting/dining room, kitchen leading into breakfast
room, further shower with a separate toilet.
New stone terrace & shutters.
Outside is an L-shaped swimming pool (10mX9m)
in spacious garden.
“SPECIAL PRICE FOR JUNE BOOKINGS”
For more details & prices, see wolsplace.com
Contact: Francis & Mary-Lou Hussey
Buchan House, Pease Pottage
Crawley, RH11 9AT
Tel: - 01293-552486

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk

RB Projects Ltd
Building & Property Services

Building the change you want to see
Extensions &Renovations
Kitchens & Bathrooms
Property Maintenance
Regional winner, Master Builder of the Year 2012

07917-403075 / 01293/871737
Richard@rb-projects.com

Community News……...

Cuppa & Chat
First Monday of each month

Monday 5th October & 2nd November 2015
Anytime between 10:30 - 12:00 in St. Saviour’s Church, Colgate
A huge thank you to all those who supported our annual fundraising event this year, in aid of Age UK
Horsham District at our September Cuppa & Chat. Many brought produce to share with other villagers &
others purchased them; some did both! It was a jolly occasion with a good turnout as always & a good
way to catch up with village events.
If your aim is to ‘Love Later Life’ & if you want information to achieve this then Sarah-Jo, your Age UKHD
Village Agent, is here to help & is contactable on 07591-049042 or 01403-751322.
Interested in learning more about computers, then have a look at the following information on courses
run by Horsham District Age UK:

‘Like’ us on Facebook: Colgate and Faygate Cuppa and Chat
Check out local information and events on our web site: http://colgateandfaygate.community21.org

Colgate Memorial Hall Management Committee
The Management Committee have a vacancy for a Secretary to take the
minutes of the meetings.
There are four meetings plus the AGM during the year.
If you are interested please contact Pat Stillwell on 01293-851275.

Advertisements……...

Kennedy
WINDOW CLEANING
Hot purified water-fed pole system.

Fully insured, regular & reliable.

Established since 1990.
01293-440123 / 07762-110158
worthwindowclg@aol.co.uk

Gardener’s Journal……...
Equinox & there is much to do to cut back fading summer growth & prepare for winter.
Hydrangeas & other sturdy summer favourites will continue to colour the garden. But weeds need
to be pulled up & roses should continue to be deadheaded to stimulate autumn flowers. The
wisteria should be trimmed & tied up where it has fallen away from the house. Virginia creeper
produces its vivid fall colour & below the lawn the trees are turning. Mowing is less frequent but
lawns need to be kept tidy & their edges defined. It is time to think about planting bulbs for
spring. Terrace planters can be cleared out & soil changed in readiness for winter planting.
Rhododendron & laurel hedging should have been trimmed so as to allow new growth to harden
off before winter.
Brush up trees & bushes & cut back overgrown specimen rhododendrons & azaleas, keep paths open & maintain or restore
sightlines. Pull up brambles & other unwanted summer growth. Citrus trees summering outside need to come back into the
orangery. The vegetable garden has been in full production. The freezer carries beans & tomatoes & potatoes have been lifted for
storage. It has been a good year for spinach & root crops, & surprisingly, yellow & green courgettes grown outside including in containers. Globe artichokes were again very successful earlier this year & new offshoots will need
watering & feeding to provide fruit next year. Raspberries need to be root-trained back to their
original rows. Figs have produced generously, but apples disappeared in the August absence on
holiday. Lay in firewood for colder months. The days are shortening & there is talk of a hard winter to come.
An autumn visit to Scotland’s far north suggested a slow change of season this year. Foliage has
been slow to turn & with no significant frost, midges were much in evidence. Highland gardens
have continued to flourish, the rowans are laden with berries & the hills have retained their purple heather in the softening daylight.
Meanwhile in Sussesx it is time to restock the birdfeeders. Protect them from sparrow hawks & squirrels. Remove rotting vegetation
from the fish pond & continue to feed until the cold sets in.

Quercus

Colgate Village Dance
“A Wild West Evening”
Saturday 24th October
Guest Band ‘Forever Young’ return once again for an evening of terrific music in Colgate Village Hall by
some really talented musicians & entertainers.
Another fantastic opportunity to dance the night away or just listen to some great music.
The evening will have a ‘Wild West’ theme, so you are welcome to dress accordingly if you would like to
do so, but this is entirely optional!

The evening starts at 7:30 pm through to midnight with a buffet served during the evening.
Soft drinks will be provided, so just bring your own alcoholic beverages!
Tickets are just £12 per person so call Dave on 01293-851520 & reserve yours now.
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Horsham
Fencing
Brighton Road
Lower Beeding
West Sussex
RH13 6NQ
Tel: - (01403)-891900
Fax: - (01403-891664

May We
Clean Your
Carpets &
Upholstery?

Reflexology
Indian Head Massage
Based in Colgate
Mobile Service
For more information, call
Joanne Hayward
MIFR ITEC IEB Dip
07990-536957
joanne_hayward@hotmail.co
m

Professional Carpet, Rug & Dralon
Cleaning Services
NATIONAL CARPET CLEANERS ASSOCIATION
MEMBERS

Ring: Philip Hughes
Horsham 01403-258953
Email: Philip.hughes@btinternet.com

SPRINGFIELD KENNELS
COLGATE NR HORSHAM

DOG BOARDING
CONTACT SHEILA MARLEY
01293-851347
colgatekennels@btinternet.com
www.springfielddogkennels.co.uk

Services in the United Parishes of Colgate & Rusper
St. Saviour’s Church Colgate

A warm welcome awaits you at all our services.

October 2015
Sunday

11th

11:00am

Morning Prayer

Sunday

25th

11:00am

Holy Communion

Service of Light & Healing on Sunday 25th October
This will be a service with prayers for the departed & healing for the bereaved.

November 2015
Sunday

8th

10:30

Remembrance Service

Sunday

22nd

11:00

Holy Communion

Clergy Day Off
Nick is here to serve the needs of the community. He is pleased to hear of new people moving in
who may need visiting and welcomed by the Church.
Holy Communion can be arranged for the sick or housebound.
He tries to take just one day off each week and it would be appreciated if he is not contacted on a
Thursday.

Answers to last months Actors & Actresses Anagrams…….
OMIT CURSE
A PAL ICON
COOL EGO ENERGY
GERMAN FOREMAN
LESS RELEVANT TO SLY
WILL USE CRIB
INERT BROODER
COOL RAINDROP IDEA
MONK HATS
BIG MELONS
JAW DUEL
SCOWL ANTIDOTE

TOM CRUISE
AL PACINO
GEORGE CLOONEY
MORGAN FREEMAN
SYLVESTER STALLONE
BRUCE WILLIS
ROBERT DE NIRO
LEONARDO DI CAPRIO
TOM HANKS
MEL GIBSON
JUDE LAW
CLINT EASTWOOD

LENGTHY PART WOW
RAINY WONDER
WARY UNIVERSE EGO
IN FINE TORN JEANS
NO ALIENS DARLING
REALLY HERB
IDOL NICKNAME
NO EAGLE IN JAIL
SEEN AT A RICH JET-ZONE
TWEAK TINSEL
ROBUST JAILER
TRY REM SLEEP

GWYNETH PALTROW
WINONA RYDER
SIGOURNEY WEAVER
JENNIFER ANISTON
GILLIAN ANDERSON
HALLE BERRY
NICOLE KIDMAN
ANGELINA JOLIE
CATHERINE ZETA-JONES
KATE WINSLET
JULIA ROBERTS
MERYL STREEP

Hope you enjoyed them & got them all right?? 
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S BROWN

Miller Robinson & Company

Accountants & Business
Consultants
-Tax Returns
-Annual Accounts
-Limited Company Accounts
-V.A.T.
-Payroll
-Book-keeping
-Formation of Limited Companies

BUILDER / DECORATOR
PLUMBER
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
CONTRACTOR

-Company Secretarial
-Business Plans
-Start Up Advice
-C.I.S.
-HMRC Investigations
-Tax Planning
-Management Accounts

TEL:01293 851471
MOB: 07880 932061

A range of Financial Services available by our
Independent Financial Advisors

Call now for free initial consultation

TELEPHONE: 01403 730099
Lintot House, 20 Fairbank Road,
Southwater, West Sussex, RH13 9LA

www.mrc-accountancy.com

R.G. HARDS
Electrical

Excellent service
Established since 1992

Approved
Electrician

Established 1998

01403-731535
07808-508003

All work is carried out to BS7671. 17th wiring
regulations Part P Approved contractor.
ECA registered company: Licensed Trustmark
approved business.
Members of

Free Estimates.











Fault Finding
Re Wiring
Inspection and Testing
Portable Appliance Testing
Design and Install
Creative Lighting Solutions
Extensions, New Builds
Periodic Testing
Safety Repairs
Domestic Electrical Conditions Report

Telephone: - 01403-731535
Mobile: - 07808-508003
E-mail: - heatherhards@btinternet.com

Colgate Parish Council News…...
Following on from the Council Meeting on 14th September at Faygate Village Hall I can report the following:
Despite many attempts to set up the Community Speed Watch it seems the police budget cuts have meant that it is unlikely that
the Parish will be offered assistance in setting up this scheme. Many thanks to all those who offered to be a volunteer for the
scheme & I will contact you should the position change.
It is also disappointing news from the Highways department too. At this moment in time no infrastructure to slow traffic down on
Forest Road can be considered by WSCC & I quote the Highway team’s reply: ‘The manner in which community issues are
considered & prioritised is currently under review. At present there are significantly more requests held on record than there is
resource to deliver, & concerns have been raised at how this can be effectively managed. Furthermore, there is also a review
taking place of how S106 funding is prioritised for spend, as again concern has been raised that available money is being over
committed, & where the authority to sanction spend sits. Without a feasibility study it is difficult to confirm……………. On this
basis, I currently do not have a mechanism to take schemes forward that are not already in the programme of works, so can rea lly
only add this to the list of requests for future consideration, & as soon as we know how future works will be prioritised I will let you
know the outcome’.
This also applies to Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO) too which means our efforts in restricting large vehicles along Park Lane in
Faygate has also been thwarted. WSCC commented that: ‘Whilst it is inappropriate for larger vehicles to be using Park Lane,
without a prohibition there is no action possible to stop them. A weight or width restriction would require a Traffic Regulation
Order, which you may be aware is subject to a legislative process & quite resource hungry. Again the process for delivering TROs
in West Sussex is currently under review by Members at the request of the Cabinet Minister for Transport, with a recommendation
/ decision due by the end of October. It is likely the process to deliver TROs will be quite stringent & therefore I cannot indicate
whether something of this nature would meet the criteria. Of course, even if a TRO was in place, it would still need enforcing. Unfortunately installing measures to narrow the carriageway is likely to prevent legitimate access, such as refuse collection & delivery vehicles, so I don’t think this is going to be possible.
If you want to contact the Highways dept. to discuss the speed on Forest Road or the large vehicles using Park Road then please
contact them on highways@westsussex.gov.uk
All concerns with the highway can be reported on this e-mail address including reporting potholes, drainage problems &
overgrown shrubbery.
With winter just around the corner I want to remind you that Colgate Parish Council does have a Winter Maintenance Plan in
place. Details can be found on the website. If you would like to volunteer as a snow volunteer please drop me a line. All the salt
bins have a good supply of salt should you need it to clear pavements & roads during adverse weather conditions.
The annual accounts were signed off by the accountants, Littlejohns. A copy can be found on the notice boards & website in due
course.
We still have a vacancy on the Parish Council. Would you like to get involved in the shaping of the Parish’s future? If so give me a
call or drop me an e-mail to discuss further. Training is given & you will become part of a friendly team who welcome new
members & their ideas.
The next Council Meetings are:
9th November 2015 - Colgate School
11th January 2016 - Faygate Village Hall
14th March 2016 - Colgate School (Annual Parish Meeting)
9th May 2016 - Faygate Village Hall
18th July 2016 - Colgate School
12th September - Faygate Village Hall
Planning meetings are called on an ‘as & when’ basis but are always advertised on the
notice boards.

The Clerk
01293-883944
colgateclerk@hotmail.co.uk

Colgate Parish Council News Cont……
Colgate Parish Council Contacts
Chairman

Cllr S Marley

01293-851347

Vice Chairman

Cllr R Calvert

01293-851478

Cllr C Crosdil

01293-851580

Cllr J W Sired

01293-851458

Cllr D Stillwell

01293-851275

Ken Johnson

01293-851803

Cllr S Davies

01293-852898

Cllr S Wong

01293-852867

Beverly Clayden

01293-883944
colgateclerk@hotmail.co.uk

Planning

Parish Clerk

www.colgatefaygate.com

Colgate & Faygate Website

Miscellaneous Information…...
Regular activities at the Colgate Memorial Hall
Yoga
Monday’s 7:30 to 9:00 pm
Tuesday’s 10:00 to 11:30 am
The above sessions are run during school term times. For details please contact Marian Radford.

Bingo
Tuesday 6th & 20th October at 7:30 pm

Whist Drives
Friday’s from 7:30 pm

Calling all knitters!
Age UK Horsham District is calling on nimble-fingered knitters throughout
the Horsham District to get creative and knit little hats for Age UK and
innocent’s Big Knit and help older people keep warm and well in winter.
Age UK Horsham District is calling on local knitters to get as many hats as
possible to them by 27th November 2015 and needs knitters and those
wanting to give it a go to help make this a reality.

This is currently a free space...which is not good for the magazine!!

Would you like to advertise here?
Do you have a monthly article that you would like to have included?
Any special birthdays, anniversaries etc. coming up that you would like to have mentioned?
Please contact me on cfparishnews@gmail.com

Advertisements……...

Malcolm’s
Domestic Appliance Repairs
‘My Reputation, your guarantee’
BOSCH, HOTPOINT, HOOVER
INDESIT, BELLING ETC.
WASHING MACHINES
TUMBLE DRYERS
DISHWASHERS
HOBS
OVENS
COOKERS

01403-242470

Puzzle Page……...

The puzzle below is a combination wordsearch and crossword.
There are no clues or two-letter words. Just reveal the hidden
words by blocking out the incorrect letters. The completed
pattern will be symmetrical. Use this fact to help you decide

Answers next month….have fun!!!! 

News from PCSO Tracy Bicknell…...
Lets Keep Halloween &
Bonfire Night Safe & Fun

October & November sees the Halloween & Bonfire Night period & there is often a rise in reports of anti
-social behavior & criminal damage. Horsham police would like to remind everyone to stay safe, have
fun & celebrate considerately.

Tips for a Happy Halloween


If you don’t want trick-or-treaters coming to your door display a sign prominently in a window.
“Sorry NO trick or treat” posters are available at police stations or community hubs.



Arrange for friends & family members to phone before visiting.



Use a spy hole or window to see who is at your door before answering & don’t answer to anyone
you don’t know.



If you must open the door to a stranger, put the door chain on first (if you have one) to limit the
gap that the door can open.



Arrange for a trusted neighbour to keep an eye on you & your home during the Halloween period.



Consider inviting a friend over for dinner on Halloween itself to take your mind off the prospect of
unexpected calls.

Advice for Parents
Sussex Police ask that if your children are to go out ‘trick or treating’ you, & they, abide by these
simple guidelines.


Do not visit the elderly or other vulnerable members of your community, especially those
displaying “Sorry NO trick or treat” posters.



You should know where they are at all times.



Knocking on strangers doors is unwise & could put them at risk.



Do not let them go trick or treating alone. Perhaps organise a party with your neighbours &
friends.

Big? Clever? Illegal! - Firework Facts


It is an offence for any person under the age of 18 years to possess a firework in a public place.



It is an offence to use any firework between the hours of 11:00pm & 7:00am. However, this
curfew varies on 5th November (midnight) & New Year’s Eve, Chinese New Year & Diwali (1:00am
the following day).



It is an offence to supply fireworks to persons under the age of 18 years.



It is an offence for any person to throw, cast or fire any firework into any
highway, street, thoroughfare or public place.

Thank You for your Support

If you need any further crime prevention advice then please feel free to contact PCSO Tracy
Bicknell either via e-mail at tracy.bicknell@sussex.pnn.police.uk or call on my mobile
07825-431676.

Advertisements……...

Colgate Pre-School
Colgate Memorial Hall
Ofsted Registered URN: 113443
Day care for children aged 2-5 years.
Free place for eligible children.
Open Term Time:
Monday: 9:00am-3:00pm.
Tuesday: 12:30pm-3:00pm
Wednesday: 9:00am-3:00pm.
Thursday: 9:00am-3:00pm.
Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm
For more information and a prospectus
Tel: 01293-851606
Email: colgatepreschool@btconnect.com
Website: colgatepreschool.com

Local Health & Leisure Walks
All welcome to guided, FREE, sociable, HDC walks led by trained volunteers; no need to book, just turn
up at the starting point. Programme booklet containing over 250 walks is available from the Walks
Co-coordinator on 01403-215284 or online
www.horshamhealthwalks.co.uk.
Beginners are
recommended to contact the Walk Leader to discuss suitability. All walks can be wet & muddy in
places. Forthcoming walks in the Colgate Parish & neighboring areas are as follows: Every Monday 10:45am: North Heath, Horsham – gentle 2 mile walk around the riverside.
Suitable for slow & new walkers. 1 to 1¼ hours. Meet at the Sussex Barn pub car park off North
Heath Lane. Leaders Ann & John 01403-268885.
Saturday 3rd & 31st October 10:00am: Roosthold (2) – Park in the Forestry Commission car park
on Hammerpond Road, RH13 6PG (TQ208298). This 3½ mile walk, taking 1¾ hours, will most likely be
muddy & slippery. The damp conditions will hopefully bring out some interesting fungi. The walk is
through open paths & wooded areas with some steep inclines to increase your heart rate. We may
encounter dogs & horses. Well behaved dogs on a lead are welcome. Leaders Liz 01403-263920 or
Simon 01403-260599.
Tuesday 13th & 27th October 9:30am: Buchan Country Park – A 2-3 mile walk in a largely
wooded area with some open heathland, meadows & ponds, easy walking with well-defined paths,
taking 1 hour. There is a Nature Reserve are & the Countryside Centre may be open. (First timers &
families welcome). Meet at the (RH11 9HQ) off the A2220 Crawley to Horsham side of the dual

Tuesday 13th October 10:00am: The White Horse, Maplehurst – a 5 mile mostly flat. Circular
walk across farmland around the village. Good views of the South Downs. Good real ale & food in this
Free House. Meet in the Pub Car Park (TQ190246, RH13 6LL). No dogs. 2½ hours. Leader Geoff
01403-258180.
Wednesday 21st October 10:00am: Leechpool & Owlbeech Woods – various 2 to 3 mile
generally easy circular walks, some gentle slopes. Suitable for new walkers & families most welcome.
Meet in the Leechpool Wood car park, (Roffey End) off Harwood Road (B2195), Horsham (TQ194313).
Dogs allowed on a lead. 1 to 1½ hours. Leaders Margaret 01403-262311 or Emmy 01403-255517.
Monday 26th October 10:30am: Warnham Circular – meet at St. Margaret’s Church Street,
RH12 3QP. This 2½ mile w alk taking 1½ hours, takes us past some pretty houses in W arnham & through the Deer Park. It will be muddy. Some stiles. No dogs please. Leaders Jill 07780701184 or Jean 07734-323321.
Wednesday 28th October 10:00am: Rookwood Golf Course, Horsham – park at the far end of
the car park (TQ162318) & meet at the car park entrance. A 4 mile flat circular walk to Broadbridge
Heath via the “Riverside Walk”. Refreshments available at Rookwood at the end. 2 hours. No dogs
please. Leader Michael 07719-467861.

Buchan Country Park

The Roosthole

Leechpool & Owlbeech
Woods

To all our Readers……….
New shops open in Colgate & Faygate
After many years of not having any local shops, Colgate & Faygate now have a Farm Shop & a Village Store.
Colgate - Farm Shop open at the Dragon Pub, selling fresh ingredients, vegetables & artisan products. It is open during the week
& also sells wine for you take home.
Faygate - the Village Shop at Durrant’s Village opens on 28th September & will be selling a fantastic range of everyday groceries
& fresh produce.
There is also a shop at New House Farm, selling all kinds of locally sourced produce. While you’re there you could stop for lunch
in the Tea Room or for a cake & cuppa in the afternoon.

Note from the Editor…
Could I please request that any articles to be included are e-mailed to me at cfparishnews@gmail.com, by
Thursday 15th October.
Thanks, Julie

Readers, as you can see there is quite a bit of free space in the
magazine this month. Blank pages are not good as they cost us to be
printed, so I really need your support & input for any new things that
could be included?
Appeal to the villagers of Colgate & Faygate…...Can you help our local
animal hospital help the orphan hedgehogs? Do you have any old unused
empty pet cages you could donate? Cans of cat food are ideal food & even
soap powder as the bedding needs to be frequently changed!
If you can assist with any of these items please call Jane on 07747-038312.
All donations will be gratefully received.
Thank you.

Would you like to advertise your business here?
For details contact:
Gill Davis on 01293-851242
OR
E-mail cfparishnews@gmail.com

Wildlife Terrorises the Nation!
By Mike Russell of the Sussex Wildlife Trust
There I was, sitting in the garden enjoying a cup of tea & idly watching what was going on around me when I noticed a
shimmering in the lawn, literally the earth appeared to be moving. Then the source of this phenomenon emerged, flying ants!
As the emergence increased, winged insects headed upwards towards the sun in a frenzied attempt to find heat & light; it was
flying ant day, a day when sexually mature males & females of the common black ant seek to find each other & mate. I don’t
think I would like to be re-incarnated as a male common black ant as apparently once they have mated, their genitals explode
& they die, whereas the female queens live & can survive for another 15 years.
Suddenly the garden was full of activity as excitable house sparrows made pretty poor attempts at being flycatchers & were
joined by the local blue tits that were a little more adept at catching the ants in mid-air. This is a real bonus for the
insectivores; a bounty that few birds can resist but the sheer quantity of ants emerging meant that despite the hungry
predators’ presence, virtually no impact is made on their numbers.
Now, as often is the case, this event attracted the attention of the media & inevitably when there are these unusual natural
occurrences, reporting was somewhat sensationalised. People were being ‘attacked’, ‘terrified’, ‘besieged’ by these ant hordes.
One national newspaper on their website was advising ten ways to kill these flying ants, all very depressing but sadly a very
familiar response to short wildlife inconveniences we occasionally encounter.
A similar theme emerged recently when the Argus published a headline ‘Warning: Beware of snakes
as second dog killed in attack’. The owner of one of the dogs was saying that “Something needs to
be done about the danger of these snakes as two dogs have already died”. Now, it is
heart-breaking for the owners when a dog dies in these circumstances, but it will occasionally
happen & I’m not sure what can be done about it. Adders are part of our fauna & perhaps it is
down to us to take more precautionary measures ourselves to avoid coming into contact with them.
But the headline is far too sensational & misleading;; snakes do not attack; they are far more likely
to retreat from you & will only bite in defence when there is no other option. It is interesting the
debate that this article instigated on social media, much of it vitriolic, but generally it came down in
support of the adders.
I realise that to compare bears with snakes can appear to be a bit far-fetched, but visiting Canada
this summer it was interesting to note the difference in approach to potential meetings with the
local wildlife. Even outside the National Parks there were warnings everywhere about bears, giving advice about what to do if
you should meet one, on no account should dogs be off the
lead. But the clear message was that you are responsible for
your own safety & should you get into any trouble, basically
tough, you’ve been given plenty of warning.
In the UK, there is very little wildlife that can be classed as
dangerous; irritating perhaps but in the great scheme of things
it really is unthreatening. It would be nice to think that we
could have a much more sympathetic less sensational
relationship with the wildlife that lives alongside us.

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk

Pictures Courtesy of the Following: Adder on Tree ~ Darin Smith, w w w .w ildstock.co.uk, Sussex W ildlife Trust
Adder on Grass ~ J on Haw kins, Surrey Hills P hotography, Sussex W ildlife Trust
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GATWICK PATIO
AND
DRIVEWAY CLEANING

Professional, Reliable and Fully
Insured Service
Phone or email for a free quote
07494-180140

info@gatwickdrivewaycleaning@aol.co.uk

